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Causes of Violence in Indianapolis
Name
Institution
Introduction 
          The numerous murders and shootings over the recent years are only a few causes of violence that is faced by Indianapolis authorities and local population; while, the police officials claim that the majority of crimes is the result of gangs’ activities and drug dealing, the other important factors also exist. For instance, in August 2016, “a person was killed on East Market Street over a video game console; according to police, a group of people went to confront another group about a stolen PlayStation and television.” (Lewbel) At the same time, the officers indicate that the gang violence seems to be the hardest one regarding its investigation due to the reasons that in most cases not only witnesses but also victims have no will to speak up and help police catch an offender. 

Therefore, despite the fact that the major law enforcement officials in Indianapolis claim that their city continues to be safe, they note that the increase in the number of criminal killings is greatly connected with the following issues: drug abuse, growth of bands, guns possessed by wrong people, poverty, and, of course, mental illness. On the other side, these officials believe that "if you live in Indianapolis and you're not using drugs, you're not breaking the law, you're not carrying a gun illegally, (then) your chances of being in a homicide are very low." (Evans, Disis, and Guerra) However, the representatives of the local population who live in economically weak neighborhoods of the city are obliged to witness lots of violent crimes; fortunately, the growth of the homicide incidents has resulted in the relevant increase in public concern over the existing problem. Nowadays, the discussed crimes are provided with higher-profile status and have already taken a major stage in the local mayoral races. 

In addition, it must be interesting to admit that almost 50% of the criminal homicides that took place in the last years were conducted at homes, which means that the particular homicides were the result of the domestic violence of conflicts between friends. Besides, the disturbing fact is that the number of murders connected with Indianapolis’ drug trade is extremely high. For example, in the majority of the bloodiest slayings that occurred last year, drugs like heroin are considered to play the role due to the growth of their use. Also, the important fact that approximately 80% of homicide victims were people who had a criminal past, while “more than 40% of both the victims and their killers had faced previous gun-related charges.” (Evans, Disis, and Guerra) What about racial context, approximately 80% were blacks, and 82% of them were males; regarding the age, more than 70% were younger than 35. 

Finally, it must be essential to implement the several effective policies that can struggle with the significant violence in Indianapolis and make a positive influence on the current situation. For instance, the local council should raise the income tax rate related to the public safety of residents; such approach will allow the police department to add new officers due to the use of the available funds. Moreover, there is a great need to establish the appropriate social and educational programs as a high homicide rate is the result of the relevant problems. Therefore, the local authorities should create new workplaces and provide the residents with jobs, provide the specific lessons at schools, encourage the various sports activities, or implement programs connected with the social aid. 
Literature review
In the past three decades, the US has been involved in the costly policy of managing violent crime through considerable rising rates of incapacitation. The number of prisoners serving the jail term of over one year in the federal and state institutions has quintupled from the 1980s and more than doubled from the mid-1990s (Beccaria & Davies, 2017). Nevertheless, the high increase in the rate of incapacitation being accompanied by a big increase in the rates of violent crimes only during the 2010s there are considerable misunderstandings between state and national-level studies to the degree that transformations in imprisonment change the rates of violent crime. For instance, the Virginia Tech shootings violent behavior happens in unpredicted places under difficult to predict conditions. The interesting thing is that the current shootings on the United States campuses had happened when the rates of many kinds of violence and aggression between the late 1990s were correlated to increases in the gang engagement and cracking down cocaine use. Contrary, the reductions in the youth violence for the past years have been linked to the execution of the innovative law enforcement strategies, efficacious prevention methods in schools and communities and enhancements in the economic opportunities (Chermak, 2016). Separating and interpreting trends in the violent behavior nevertheless, is the daunting activity for the policy practitioners and officials. The victimization and offender data compiled by the United States Department for Justice depict a decline in the violence in the late 1990s and 2005. The violent crimes rate in the offenses of forcible rape, murder, aggravated assault, and robbery declined by 25% in 1998 to 2004. Besides, there is a decrease in juvenile violence reported in the recent years. For instance, the youths’ rate of arrests for violent crimes below the age of eighteen years has decreased by 40percent between 1995 and 2005.
Nevertheless, there is an increase in the violent crimes rate amongst adults for the past years that imply an end in the downward turn for violent crimes in the US. The overall violent offenses increased by over 4% 2005 to 2006. The trends of violent behavior in the US depict both concern and optimism. In another side, the decade-long decrease in the violence has resulted in the great sense of security amongst many people and many opportunities for citizens at highest risk of criminal engagement. Besides, the recent rise in violence could signal that the new trend of increasing violence is emanating among the youths and adults in the US (Kelly, 2015). Regardless of the apparent trends validity, the United States citizens seem to be concerning about the sheer volume of the media reports entailing violent behavior amongst youths and adults in the past many years. The violent and aggressive behavior remains inappropriately high in the US, specifically in comparing to the other countries in the global community. 
Profiles of school shootings perpetrators for the past years depict that most shooters faced mental health issues before their resolutions to involve in violence. In most cases like the shootings in Columbine High School, the perpetrators were isolated socially with their peers and were subjected to teasing and bullying from the other students. The other shooters were diagnosed with the mental disorder issues like anxiety and depression that went without treatment. Many studies have emphasized on the need for citizens with mental illness for receiving treatment (O'Neil & Harway, 2015). The relation between violence and mental health disorder issues must be given great attention in research, education, and policy circles. Researchers require enhancing the capability of detecting the possibility of violence amongst youths suffering from mental health issues or disorders. The government should implement gun-controlling policies to curb the increase in violent acts among the young people. It will be prudent in controlling and managing the rise in crime rate among the youths and adults who ready acquire the guns and use to commit crimes. Also, three variables emphasize on the sociological factors related to crime. The females who are employed in a population used the proxy in one of the myriad transformations that have happened in the United States. The rise in employed female citizens increases the time they spent out of their homes and contributing to the low parental guidance of the children hence be related to the increase in the rates of violent crimes (O'Neil & Harway, 20150. Drug abuse is the variable, which has seen limited use in the violent offense investigation, but experimental results propose a causal connection between drug abuse and offending. One may consider on-premise where alcohol consumption by 15 – 45 age groups because violent crimes take place inside or outside the clubs or pubs and areas where youths meet.
Violence and crime are the development problems. The high violent crimes in a region have both the direct impacts on the individual welfare in the short-term and long-term impacts on the social development and economic growth (Robert, 2016). Narcotic trafficking has been linked to the high violence and crime rates in the United States in the recent years. The drug trade compels crime in many ways through violence connected to trafficking, via normalizing the unlawful performance, through diverting resources of criminal justice from other tasks, through provoking the property crimes associated with addiction, via contributing to the increasing spread of firearms availability and with corrupting and undermining societal institutions. It must also be noted that there is the trade-off between the resources used in fighting drug trafficking and resources spent on the other types of violence and crime prevention. The over-dependence on the system of criminal justice in fighting crime reduction within a given region may contribute to ever-increasing rates of violent crimes (Rowley, 2014). The government should opt to combine with other complimentary practices that may be effective in decreasing certain forms of violence and crime. Nations such as the Dominican Republic and Jamaica are increasingly making investments in different methods of combating crimes and violence. They have design certain environmental measures to support desirable conduct and discourage the antisocial conduct, has the potential to produce rapid reductions in the property crime and certain kinds of inter-personal violent crimes.
Methods
This study is interested in answering the question: “What is causing an increase in violent crimes in Indianapolis?” Available literature on the subject sufficiently supports that there is an increase in violent crime in Indianapolis particularly that property crime and simple assaults, in particular, dropped significantly. Over the same period, however, violent crime has increased, especially since 2011(Felker-Kantor et al, 2015).
The hypothesis of this study is: Whereas violent crimes are rampant and widespread in Indianapolis the possibility of becoming victim of crime is not the same for everyone. This is just a directional hypothesis. Examining the geographic distribution of crime shows wide variation from place to place. Crime rates range from a low of 2.6 per 100 residents in the Cumberland neighborhood on the eastern edge of the city of Indianapolis. Studying crime trends in the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department (IMPD) jurisdiction Shows a more nuanced story. Overall, the crime rate is at the lowest level since 2007 (Felker-Kantor et al, 2015).
Sample
This paper explores the trends in crime rates in the 94 neighborhoods and 201 census tracts within the IMPD service area from 2007 to 2014. All crime rates were calculated based on 2010 population data and representing number of crimes per 1,000 people. As a result, some of the crime rate figures may differ from other published sources. Data is drawn from the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department.
A self-report survey was utilized to gather information on violent crimes in Cumberland, Indianapolis.  The sample for the study was collected by using a probability sampling technique, specifically a cluster sample.  The cluster sample technique as used involved dividing Cumberland into unique neighborhoods and then randomly selecting 15 neighborhoods where researchers went door-to-door requesting an individual above 18 years complete the self-report survey.  Probability sampling technique was selected because it creates a representative sample of Cumberland without requiring a list of all the members of the population.  By choosing random neighborhoods the study ensured there were a variety of income levels, races, and ages represented in the sample.  A weakness of this sampling technique is that it excludes certain populations, such as the homeless, who might be more motivated to commit violent crime, which may create a sampling error.  Unit of analysis is the individual, and the sample element is the neighborhood.  
Dependent Variable
The dependent variable of this study is violent crimes.  The definition of violent crime varies from state to state.  In Indianapolis the entire crime of violence is outlined under Indiana Code Title 35(FindLaw, 2017).  
The state of Indiana defines a violent crime as a Felony or Class A Misdemeanor that results in bodily injury or death to the victim. Examples of a violent crime include:  Assault, Battery, Child Abuse, Domestic Violence,Sexual Assault, DWI, and Homicide (Indiana Code 5.)
Further, Section 5 of the code defines a“serious violent felon”
means a person who has been convicted of: (1) committing a serious violent felony in: (A) Indiana;  or (B) any other jurisdiction in which the elements of the crime for which the conviction was entered are substantially similar to the elements of a serious violent felony;  or
(2) attempting to commit or conspiring to commit a serious violent felony in:
(A) Indiana as provided under section 5, or…….. (B) any other jurisdiction in which the elements of the crime for which the conviction was entered are substantially similar to the elements of attempting to commit or conspiring to commit a serious violent felony (Indiana Code 5).

The questions the self-repot survey asked to measure violent crime are:
a. How many times have you been a victim of violent crime?
___ More than 3 times
___ 2 to 3 times
____ 1 time
____ Never
b. Which violent crime was it? 
· Aggravated Assaults 
· Robberies  
· Homicides 
· Rapes and Attempted Rapes
c. Was the crime reported to the police?
___ Yes
___ No
Independent Variable

The main independent variable in this study is economic status of the victims.  The self-report survey operationalized economic status by asking several questions which are related, but measures different aspects of economic status of victim.  The questions asked are below:
a) What is your average household income? __________________
b) How would you best describe you income level?
· High
· Low
· Average
These questions give the researchers a good base line to determine which of the respondents are being targeted.
DV: Violent Crimes
IV: Economic Status of Victims
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Findings 
Violent crime from the above finding does not target any specific group of people. Understanding the social and financial setting of regions inside the IMPD can assist our comprehension of how basic and foundational conditions affect wrongdoing and public security. 
As the Indianapolis Department of Public Safety has stressed, discovering approaches to keep recidivism rates from the first day of detainment is essential to lessening. Move should likewise be made to avert wrongdoing and arrest in any case. Access to quality training and employments is essential (Lochner and Moretti, 2004). Solutions require projects and strategies to deliver the hindrances to quality education, business, housing, transportation, and social insurance over the city. As a current report by The Indianapolis Foundation recommended, sorting out assets, cultivating group cooperation, and assembling group resources is a fundamental advance in diminishing wrongdoing (The Indianapolis Foundation, 2015). 
Understanding crime rates geographically can help open discussions with respect to why certain regions encounter more wrongdoing than others and can help guide administrations to territories that are defenseless against wrongdoing. Efforts focusing on decreasing crime must consider how sorts of crimes shift by neighborhood. In any case, understanding the geography of crime likewise uncovers the requirement for all inclusive answers for enhancing open wellbeing and disparity. Just by inspecting the inconsistencies in crime over the Indianapolis region we can be able to fundamentally enhance public security for all.
Conclusion
The violence and aggression in the US remain vexing issues, which need may key responses. The high-rate of victims are in the transforming the rate of violent crimes and are the significant constituents of the transformations in the violence and aggression over time. The increase in the violent crimes in the Indianapolis area needs to be curtailed to reduce the number of victims under the perpetrators of violence and aggression. The government needs to establish policies that help in reducing the victims who fall into the hands of gangs and drug dealers. The victims also need to speak up and assist the police in combating crime. The increase in economic disparity, drug abuse, uncontrolled firearms, and mental illness has lead to the prevalence of violent crimes. The rise in the homicide cases has led to the rise in public concern for the current issue. Most of the homicides emanate from domestic violence with friends, and drug trafficking is high in the Indianapolis. 
The perpetrators of those crimes result from those who use drugs like heroin. The rate of violent crimes to reduce there is needed to create suitable educational and social programs since the high rate of homicide is that led to relevant issues. The state needs to address the parenting practices, adolescent behavior problem and peer relationships. Efficacious interventions, which break the potential risk relationship between mental illness and violence, must be the public policies. The effort to finding legislative solutions in regulating firearms effectively and lobbying efforts purposed at gun controlling policies should be the public policies. The social presence of works in the efforts must be continued and enhanced.
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